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Torii 

Newsletter 
 
The holiday period is nearing its end. We hope that everyone can start the new season well 
rested and in good health. It are exciting times for Torii because in a few weeks it ought to 
become clear whether we can start a new dojo or not. 
 

 
In this issue: 

1. Start of the new season. 
2. Seminars. 
3. Congratulations. 
4. Short messages. 
5. Questions and Answers. 

 
1. Start of the new season. 

 
Starting Monday August 17 we begin classes in Helmond. Youth will start after the school 
holidays.  
   

2. Seminars. 
 

From August 30 till 4 September there will be a seminar in Japan for all members from 
countries for which Curtis sensei is the advisor. Toby and Ad will attend to improve their 
skills and to keep up with the latest developments.  
November 7 and 8 National Ki-Aikido seminar with Ad Voogels in the Hall at the 
Barrierlaan. 
Weapons class is planned on 27 September, 25 October and 22 November. 
 
 

3. Congratulations. 
 

We would like to congratulate: 
  

Daniël Khosseini  shokyu en 5e kyu 
Jens Koopmann  chukyu en 3e kyu 

 Christhope Quétel  shoden 
 Wilfried Benik  chukyu 

Olinda Kersten   shokyu en 5e kyu 
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4. Short messages. 
 
 

v If you would like to publish something in this newsletter e.g. something about your 
ideas on or experience with Ki-Aikido and its principles. Please mail to: 
t.voogels8@chello.nl 

 
 

5. Questions and Answers. 
 

 
A father and his 11-year-old son visit an Open House of a secondary technical school. He 
does this because of the choices they have to make after the CITO results and the advise of his 
primary school. 
On entering the technology classroom the child becomes overly enthusiastic. 
 
“Hey dad, look at that, what does that machine do?”, “I don’t know son.” Says the father. 
“Oh dad look over here what kind of device is this?”, “I don’t know that either” he answers. 
“And over here, what are these tools used for?” “ I really wouldn’t know.” Is his reaction. 
“That material over there, what do they use that for?” “How am I supposed to know” The 
father answers, now, slightly irritated.  
“Those clothes over there, why do they wear them?” The father raises his voice and says a 
little too loud ”Son stop asking questions, I don’t know either!”  
A man hearing the father’s response says to the father: “Let him ask questions, he can learn 
from that.” 
 
This story, which sounds absurd, contains an unexpected lesson. We always tend to ask 
questions. However, we also expect answers.  
But are these answers really helpful. If you want to know what time it is, or the price of milk, 
you are asking for facts and that can be very helpful. 
 
The next few weeks, however, you will be asked questions like: “How was your vacation at 
the beach?”  
The children say that they had a wonderful swim and played in the water. Father finally had 
some time to spend with his family but it was really hot. Mother finally found some rest to 
read, but she found sand everywhere.  
The answer to this question will not provide you with facts about a vacation at the beach but 
only about the experience of the other. To really understand what a vacation at the beach is 
like, I will have to go there to experience it myself. 
 
A question doesn’t need an answer but increases one’s curiosity. In science people ask 
questions and then go search for possible answers. The answers aren’t there yet.  
To the question: “what is aikido?” one never gets a clear answer. But the question itself raised 
our curiosity and makes us start a quest without knowing what the results might be. The 
answers come from our own experience. 
The answers to; What is keep one point, what is relax completely, what is keep weight 
underside and what is extend Ki are hidden in our own experience. 
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Only our own experience counts. 
  
  Ad Voogels. 
 

 
 
 

 


